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Okoy Its poster month here 51 your 
fauaurite smegazine, so get that wall 
spaca ready naw! All yau haue to да ls 
remoue the free poster from the centre 
of this Issue, taking care nat to damage 
the deitcate staples, then unfald It and 
iron out the creases. Fineliy, supergiue 
yaur poster to the wallpaper end gaze at 
it In еше. Now take a look at just three 
of the amazing things we'ue wrapped 
around the paster... 


"FLRSHBRCK" 
Duane Dibbley comes back to reality in this 
terrilying tale pf Cat turned geek адат! 


RED DWARF USA 
Not only do we review the American pilot 
o! Red Dwarf this issue, but we also bring + 
уси Grant and Naylpr's experiences while. 
it was being made 


NDAMAN LDUETT 
The original Holly, interviewed at last! 


And there's sa much more we haven't gat 
roam to tell yau abaut here, sa uau'l just 
have to read the thing, want you? 
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T THECAT 
m Duane pibbleu 


: UE 
) OKAY END i 
OF THÉ LINE, : 
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vou! 
а 


А 


М - MO! 
HIM PIBBLEY 15 
SHOWING SIGNS OF A 
RECOVERY 


DISBLEY:? 
‚т JUST A 
HALLUCINATION / 


FROM A HOUSEHOLD CAT, 
WHO HAS BEEN STRANDED 
ON A MINING SHIP 


4 : 
CLAIMS TO HAVE BEEN AN val 
IN STASIS FOR THREE ГА CHAMA C 


1 REALLY AM 
DUANE DIBBLEY, 


р», 
HELLO, DOCTOR 
VOTER PIBBLEY 15 STILL 


VER 


DON'T 
WORRY, VOTER, NA 
WE JUST WANT TO YOU WERE 
KNOW WHAT = FOUND IN 4 ALLEY 
HAPPENED — ALONG WITH THREE BODIES 
E E ў ONE OF THEM BELONGING TO 
OUR BELOVED VOTER 
COLONEL, MISSING THESE 
LAST THREE YEARS 


ES suspicious, 
Emi WOULON'T You J 
o GEN? 

کے 


^ THE 
THREE ALL DIED 
7 FROM А SINGLE 
GUNSHOT WOUND 
TO THE HEAD 
CURIOUSLY ONLY 
f| СМЕ BULLET 
HAS BEEN 
RECOVERED 


ч ме COULD Pur — 

THERE'S ONLY OUR HEADS TOGETHER 
AND THE BULLET COULD GO 
DOWN THE UNE d 


WE HAD ALL DECIDED LIFE E ч 
т то реа, | j AS 


WHAT DO You 
I NEVER MEAN ‘HMMM? ро 
/ PAY MUCH ATTENTION YOU MEAN ‘HMMM, TA 
| WHEN THAT HAPPENS, SORRY WE SEEM TO НАМЕ 
IF чоц WANT TO KNOW MADE A TERRIBLE 
THE тен. а 


2 OR со vou 

My MEAN нммм, HE 

¥ OBVIOUSLY SHOT THE 
RO Al 


HOUI 
KNOWN, NOTHING 
COULD PENETRATE 


THAT Fut > I ром" “л L 
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DIBBLE' ANYTHING ELSE | г qaqapa a or 
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LITHIUM = 
CARBONATI 
өк 1 
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YOU'LL 
NEVER TAKE 


I DON'T BELIEVE TME LITHEUM 
YOU MONKEYS" YOU'D CARSONATE Деш дее ю 
1 say STAND THERE AND LET BE TAKING EFFEC 
LET HIM TRY THINGS ME KILL MYSELF?! + 
HAVE BEEN PRETTY 
DULL AROUND HERE 
LATELY 


HAVE 
YOU SEEN THE 
BLAUE ON THIS 
SUCKER?! 


CONJECT THAT THE 
CAT HAS SUFFERED А 
FLASHBACK TO THE 

HALLUCINATION CAUSED 

BY THE DESPAIR SQUID'S 
INK THIS TIME IT TAPPED: 
INTO GOME ANCESTRAL 


AS NEUTERING Г 
BELIEVE 


! YOU TALKING ABOUT? 
IT WAS A SMEGGING 


FIGH 


не” ONE. 
GOOD HACK AND THE 
STAIN ON MY COLLAR 
WOULDA BEEN 
TERMINAL 


) DWARF 


RED DWA 


"Ив so unusual for English writers to be asked to run a show in America and we were very keen 


> to make it possible 


(But) The implication over there is not 'let's make good television’, it's ‘let's 


get nch' And they all gave each other high fives after the reading and said "let's get rich, we're 
all gonna get rich, this is going to be a truly rich-making programme’ And Doug and | were looking 


at each other and thinking, өг it's s**t" 
— Rob Grant on the American Pilot of Rad Dwarf. 


by Jane Killick 


The $1 million pilot ahow 
designed to зе! RED DWARF 
to Americen television follows 
the basic plot of the first British 
episode THE END (as we told 

you in SMEGAZINE NO 2). 
Lister has smuggled a cat 
he calla Frankenstein aboard 
the mining ship RED DWARF 
against regulations, The са! ta 
detected by the ship's sensors 
and Lister appeals to Kryten to 
«hide his pregnent pet for him. 
less to say, star's plen ta 
red, but he refuses to tell 
Captain where Frankenstein 
n. Kryten is ordered to 
here the cat is, but he 
ts questioning and short- 
ts himself in the process 
а aent away for гервиз 
е Lister ts sent into stasis for 

оп 5. 
^ Three million years later, 
Lister ts woken up by the ship's 
~ computer, Holly, The rest of the 
2 crew are dead from a radiation 
accident, but Lister isn't alone 
for long. Second technician 
Rimmer 1$ rasurrected as a 
hologram; Kryten ts picked up 
| from the repair workshop; and 
hey find a creature in the hold 
ho evolved from Frankenstein 
the Cat 

‚> A vision of Lister, Cat, 
77» Kryten and Christine Kochanski 
г B (note the Ch — the Amencans 
|ágouldn't cope with e K) 
2 imetenalise from the future with 


RE 
E BEES 


REVIEW OF RED DWARF 
THE AMERICAN PILOT 


a very important massaga. As 
their anergy level is drained, the 
Lister from tha future tella his 
past self, “you gotta...”, before 
they vanish from leck of power 
Lister believes his future self 
was trying to tell him he must 
find a way back to Earth. He ac- 
cidantally leans on the control 
panel end RED DWARF zooma 
off into the distance. 

After the end credits, Hol- 
ly explains what amazing 
adventures they are going to 
have, over clips of soma of the 
more spectacular bits from 
Bntish RED DWARF — the Im- 
plication being you can only find 
Out more if the Network cough 
up the money to make a series. 

The pilot programme didn't 
impress British fans when it 
was ahown et the DIMENSION 
JUMP Convention, and it didn't 
impress the Network who got 
Cold feet over the project. 

The opening titles lay 
down tha foundations for tha 
rest of the episode — Todd 
Rungren'a uninspiring music 
plays over the familiar scenes of 
Lister painting the outside of the 
ehip (the Americans struck e 
deel with the Beeb to use UK 
Model shots to save cost). It's as 
if tha titles are e prophecy. Tha 
mix of British and Amencan 
never really gels throughout the 
episode, The sets, which are vir- 
tually identical to the British ver- 


hi Donch, 


sion, are full of people deliver- 
ing familer English dielogue in 
an Атепсеп accent. 

The American Lister 15 
played by e bearded Craig 
Bierko who Is a typicel 
Americen hero. He comes 
across well because he brings 
something new to the pert; he 
ects well and his commend of 
comic delivery is one of the best 
things about the show. He's not 
the unkempt lager-swilling 
Lister we're used to; jn fact, 
Chnstine Kochanski is Lister's 
girlfriend as the story opens. 

Rimrner is played by Chris 
Elgemen, although you 
wouldn't know he was suppos- 
ed to be one of the main 
cherecters of the show from the 
pilot. Apert from a couple of 
bnef conversations with Lister 
about taking the astro- 
navigation exam, he doesn't 
really appear until he comes 
beck as a hologram The 


JANE LEEVES 


natural reection when Rımmer 
15 resurrected is ‘SO WHAT?" 
end if | hadn't seen RED 
DWARF before it probebly 
would have been, "WHICH 
ONE WAS RIMMER?’ 

What saved the show from 
e total disaster for many people 
was Robert Цемейуп as Kryten. 
He gets some of the funniest 
moments — like when he ex- 
plains he's spent three million 
yeers in the repeir workshop 
reeding the 'Fire Exit' sign! This 
Is partly because Robert's been 
ebie to develop Kryten's 
cheracter in Englend, but elso 
his is the only character thet 
comes enywhere near being 
defined in the script. He's the 
friendly android who saves the 
cat. 

What's missing from the 
Amencan pilot thet mede RED 
DWARF's first British episode 
successful as comedy-drame is 
the charactensation. Imegine 
sitcoms like STEPTOE AND 
SON where Steptoe wasn't “e 
dirty old men” or ONLY FOOLS 
AND HORSES where Del didn't 
pretend he was е rich 
businessmen rather then e 
dodgy street treder. That's what 
the Amencan RED DWARF was 
like, they weren't cherecters, 
they were just bodies saying 
lines. In the opening scene of 
THE END, Lister and Rimmer's 
argument about cleening out 
the chicken soup nozzle of the 
dispensing mechine shows 
what a slob Lister is and what 
a sticker for rules Rimmer is All 
this is swept under the cerpet 
in the Amencan version, so the 
audience never comes to 
realise the comic possibilities of 
forcing together two characters 
— Lister and Rımmer — who 
don't get on together. 

The way the Amencan pilot 
rushes through the story makes 
t a bit of e mess. Everything 
wes cremmed in to the 
American TV half hour (which 
Is about twenty-two minutes 


because of adverts). What with 
less time to tell the story, plus 
the extre plot lines (Kryten and 
their future selves) — it's herd- 
ly surprising that the eudience 
was esking, ‘what's а 
hologram?' just as they were 
wondering, ‘what's e stasis 
field?’ 

The Cat (Hinton Battle) 
made about as much impres- 
sion as a raindrop in e river. 
After being found in the hold it 
was barely minutes before he 
was an accepted part of the 
crew He wasn't a patch on Dan- 
ny John-Jules 

Holly fans will be interested 
to know everyone's favourite 
computer was played by Jane 
Leeves, who's apperently en 
English former newsreader Her 
delivery was more along the 
scatty lines of Hattie Hayridge 
than the dead-pan tones of Nor- 
men Lovett She worked well 
(even though her eccent kept 
drifting beck and forth ecross 
the Atlantic) and she could heve 
developed a distinctive Holly if 
given the chence 

Despite tts faults, there's no 
denying the programme's fun- 
ny, In fact funnier then the first 
British episode There were a 
few American jokes thrown in 
for good measure — "Three 
million years! Wow, my baseball 
cards must be worth e fortune!” 
although most of the lines were 
just lifted from the British 
scnpts. И worked as a comedy, 
but it never really mede it as 
drama 

By ell counts, the Amert- 
can network were elso suitably 
unimpressed with the pilot and 
celled in Rob Grant and Doug 
Naylor to salvage what they 
could. Given four days to 
prepare end film everything, 
and a studio Rob described as 
a "garage", they mede a promo. 

This film lasts about fifteen 
minutes end begins with ex- 
cerpts from RED DWARF V es 
9 teaser.. "Once there was 
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RED DWARF UK.” the screen 
exclams, "And now — RED 
DWARF USA!" It opens with 
Craig Brerko's Lister recording 
a message to send back to 
Earth. Instantly, it's visually 
more exciting. The camera 15 
tight on Lister's face and light 
falling through e wire mesh 
casts a honeycomb shadow on 
the actors 

Rımmer has been re-cast 
as actor Anthony Fuscle and so 
hes the Cat — as a WOMAN! 
But even the promo 15 e hotch- 
potch of vanous unrelated clips, 
precariously hung together by 
Lister's message as some sort 
of nerration. The clips 
themselves are taken from the 
pilot, British RED DWARF 
(mostly featunng Kryten) and 
new film 


ANTHONY FUSCLE, TERRI FARRELL, CRAIG BIERKO 


The female Cat, played by 
American comedienne, Terri 
Farrell, is a fearless beast who 
has nine lives so doesn't mind 
dying several times! She walks 
around in a slinky cat-suit and 
1$ obviously there for her sex ap- 
peal (nothing better to increase 
the ratings). This angered many 
RED DWARF fans because the 
show has elways been about 
the last humen alive trapped in 
a masculine world A female 
Cat would have obviously 
changed the chemistry of the 
show ıf it hed gone ahead 

The promo is not an enter- 
teining progremme to sit down 
and watch. It's really a 
showcase which, not surpris- 
ingly, doesn't follow any par- 
ticular story And some of the 
clips such as a sequence re- 


recorded with American ectors 
from the UK episode, MAR- 
OONED, ere a bit flat 

All ın all, it's a shame an 
American version of RED 
DWARF didn't take off. With the 
resources of imagination, talent 
and money that can be found 
іп the States, a whole series of 
wonderful progremmes could 
heve been made Unfortunate- 
ly, if the people involved In the 
American pilot were born with 
any imagination or talent, they 
evidently left it on the bus on the 
way to the studios it's sad the 
project never fulfilled ıts pro- 
mise, but at least wa can still 
treasure the RED DWARF we 
know and not be embarrassed 
by a poorly produced, ıf funny, 
Americen version of "Some 
Guys Have Fun ın Space” 2, 


RED DWARF Vi 
The most welcome news this month is that there's 
definitely to be onother senos of Red Dworf 
Gront Naylor hava been given the official green light 
by tha BBC Work has startad on making sure 
ferent BU То ШАТАҚ fi Ий 
ich, it oppears, all the cost wil 'ecording 
should be. ting place around February fime. 


RED DWARF OMNIBUS 

The combined version af the Red Dworf books, dua 
aui an 19h November, will обо include several 
other (S.T published Ыйга мешін 

ing script from Son о! 

fiio ie for Rad Dor! See the orinal ber 
mal on which the idea wos first scribbled! Peruse 
the pilot script which led to the serves! And marvel 
ot Rob Groni oed Doug Naylor's afterword in which 
they tolk about ah you've read, seen ond 


we told you last month, the writers aro taking the 
opportunity ta make some minor changes to the 
text But don’t panic! И seems the two individual 
novels will sfill be availoble in their originol form 
And if you buy both, think how much fun you con 


have working out where the changes aral 


ОО-ЕЕ- ОО 
As well os being involved іп Red Dwarf its writers 
ara working on п new comedy sciance fiction series 
for HV The original idea behind Тһе 00-22-00 
Otmension was a comedy version af Tha Twilight 
Zone But Rob Grant and Doug Naylor soy 15 now 
drifted a little away from that concept The series is 
сатат) “in development" with Carlton Television 
toka ovec Thames TV's week-doy licence ta 
broadcast ta London in 1993 


RED DWARF IN GRAPHIC DETAIL 
Feelars ore being extended from the Gront/Noylor 
айке» for someone da produce a Red Dwarf graphic 
novel (that’s о posh term for a comic strip in book 
form) We'll keep you posted on ony farle devel- 
opments 


TALKING BOOK 

The first Red Dwarf novel os recorded by Chris 
Barrie ts available by mail order now (ses below 
for a special readers’ offer). The tatal and 
unabridged version, brought to life by the olor 
ego of the great Arnold Í Rimmer himself, filis 
no less than six cassettes. 

The doubla-cossetta abridged version to be sold 
in the shops should be ready for Chrisimos 


Laughing Stock Productions, Е the 
tolkıng book, will be chatting with writers Rob 
Grant and Doug Naylor їо make sure thay 
approve of the i's released, 

So if you're writing o note їс бота Claus this 
year, make sure you let him know which version 


u want! 

ШП OFFER TO OUR READERS!!! 

Tho unabridged talking book of tha Red Dwarf 
bestseller infinity binis Careful Drivers by 
Grant ны ond read by Chns Barra - is now 
сусйое by то! order at tha special Red Dwort 
Smagozina reodars* oller price of £19 99 
including P & P Just send a Dur ог postal 
order (по? cash) ta LAUGHING STOCK PRODUC 
TIONS, PO Box 408, London ЗМИИ 613 (Allow 
21 days for delivery ) 


CRAIG CHARLES IN AMERICA 
Craig hos been in discussions with some 
American producers about appearing in a sit- 
com States-side "don't think t's going to hop- 
pan,” Craig tald tha Smegazma. “+ just don’t 
trust the Americans enaugh lm glod that it 
looks like m фт o be png ul rothar hon 
them pulling out on me. That's doing my confi- 

е по aed of good because they all seem 10 
want me Now I'm just thinking not.” 


GHOSTS, GNOULS AND CRAIG 
CHARLES 

Look out for a rather scary programma an 
Haliowe'en night storong ш ез, Michael 
Parkinson, Sarah Greene and Mike Smith. “It's 
going to be really good," enthuses Crag "It's 
about ges ond we'ra doing a programme 
colled Ghost Watch, but | really can't say any 
mare because i'm sworn fa sacracy " N's an 
BBCI, Saturday Octaber 3151 - probably at 
9.25pm 


WEATHER TO WATCH CRAIG? 
Craig will oko be delving into that great obses- 
sion of the British - the weather! Но be look 
ing ci some of tha mora dramafic ospects af the 
dimate in Weather Wotch which promises great 
speaal affects oed costumes Н going oll 
over England, Ккопот filmmg for the six-week 
series Apparey mony г connec 
tons буе his beloved (uninsured) 
1944 US jeep in Не 1987 storm when И was 

uoshed under a four hundred year old tree! 

a serius of tan типов episodes begins an 
Sunday Ist November, BBCI a! 6.15pm 


VIRTUALLY LISTER 

Croig Charles will be hosting the first virtuol 

reality game show б be o million 

miles away from Going for Gold! and more lke 

o cross betwaen The Crystal Maze and Red 
lever that means). BBC sources sug- 

gest i'll be on ВВС? somefime next year 


CRAIG CHARLES 
ON YOUR RADIO 
it doesn’! matter where you ga, it seems you 
ал! EN Crang Charles. Radio 4 listeners will 
welcome his caturn on Loose Ends, producing 
off-the-wall reports on off-the-wall subjects 
Though don't expect to heer him every waak 
(Saturday mornings 10am), os he shares the 
puss slot wrth several other celebs And ff you 
ive in London you may gel the chance to woke 
wh rag Chats Pe doys a week Нов 
like fe omi be presenting the morning show 
on m M Кот [ista Turn your tM ta 
т. 


THE CNRIS BARRIE EMPIRE 
Chris “Rimmar” Borne returns ta the most chaot- 
* leisure cantra in the country 10 moke o new 
series starring the incredulous Mr Brittos На 
working on thes until tha end of the 
year and И 15/1 expected to reach our ТУ 
screens until January at tha earliest Anyone 
wonts lo see Mr Brittas in tha flash {ooh 
ar!) might Ше to try contochng the BBC ticket 
unit about being one of the studio audience 


THE CAT MADE MARIAN 

А Christmos spacial af Мон? Marian and Her 
Merry Man feoturıng Donny John-Jules 05 
Barrington will form part of Children’s BBC's 
Decamber schedule А transmission дом is yat 
to be fixed, but it’s expected ta be shown In tha 
week before Christmos. 

Maonwhile, Ihe new series chranicling tha 
whacky tales of the fashion-cansciaus Robin 
Hood is already in the can, ond should be on 
aur screens next year What's more Danny 
John Jules is already in discussion wrth tha Beel 
obout making yet onather serias with Moid 
Matton and the gong! 


LISTER AND KRYTEN CONVENE 
TOGETNER 

Craig Charles ond Robert Lewellyn are booked 
to appsar al о Suence Fichon Convention al the 
end ol November But tha sad news for us Brits 
fs that d's in (коро! 


TREK DWARF 
A convention for British Rad Оног? fans is 
planned for 5th-7th March 1993 in Leicester. As 
the name suggests, #5 a пони Red Dwarf/Star 
Trek convention. People expected ta attend are 
о number af behind tha-scenes Star Trek people 
ond Editor af the Smegazine, Mike Butcher [a 
west worth the entronca fee on his awn (o- 
10) | costs £25 to attend, but we suggust 
you write off ta them enclosing an S.A.É for 
details befora seeding aff any quids 
You con contort them by writing ta 
TREK/DWARF, 47 Marsham, Drton Goldhay, 
Peterborough, Cumbridgeshira РЕ? SRN 


GOING! GOING! GONE! 

Bonhams ore pleased with the way Red Dwarf 
costumes and props sold al their recent auction 
The pide lots ratsed е total of £4450 


RED DWARF NEWS-HOUND 
Jone Killi 


Dictated to, and transcribed by, Holly — 
yeah, bloody Muggins here, doing 


absolutely eve: as usual! 
(with a little help from Steve Lyons) 
braved the dangers alone and retum- 


MARCH 
Tape on. 
Holly, it's ma — Duke. | know | swore 
never io eubject my enlightening 
memoirs to the deranged processes 
of your inadequate mind ever again, 
but something very important occur- 
red today, and since your black box 
recording will no doubt be more con- 
cerned with what we had for eupper 
tonight, i felt it was my duty to record 
this momentous event tor postenty. 
Holly, we've finally found them. The 
allens are herel What do you think 
about that, eh? 
Whet? Holly, never mind the 
nickname — what about the sliens? 
Look, ‘Duke’ was always my nickname 
in the Space Scouts — ! fail to see 
why | should stop using it now just 
because, for some Incomprehensible 
reason, you find It mildly amusing. 
Since always, Holly. Now just shut up, 
will you, and tet me tell you aboutthe 
alensi 
No Holly, i know you haven't detected 
anything — but then, you didnt detect 
enything when 'Sterbug' went 
screaming down that time hole last 
week, did you? Not a word as we had 
to switch to manual and i took com- 
mand and guided that ship and its 
fagamuffin crew through the most 
devastating space battle which ever 
raged through the cosmos, back to 
safety through e freak wormhole, the 
shghtest deviation in course threaten- 
ing an instant and gruesome death for 
all of us. And what was your total con- 
tribution to the situation? What was 
the first thing you said, once we'd 


ed to our own reality? "Watch 
yourselves lads, | think that last tum 
shook the toilet seat loose!” Honest- 
ly, you're about as useful as a Pot 
Noodle in a famine! 

Holty, we were bsing shot at, and 
when — thanks to my bilnding tum of 
speed on the controls — we avoided 
the missile, it continued straight on In- 
to the upper atmosphere. Now if that's 
not а raging space battia, I'm the 
Queen of Spain. 

Yea, okay, so Lister actually operated 
the controls — but it was old Amie giv- 
ing the orders, calling the shots, map- 
ping the... 

Look, you alr-headed bimbo, that's not 
the point. And anyway, that isn't the 
subject under discussion at the mo- 
ment. I'm here to taik about the shens, 


okay? 

Right. Well as it happens, e few of my 
possessions went missing today. My 
Long Service medals, for a start, and 
1 can't say I'm too happy about that! 
My fountain pen vahished as well — 
and | dont just mean any old fountain 
pen, | mean the lucky one, the 
‘Guaranteed Pass’ pen that | used to 
take into my exams with me. 

Yes, yes, okay, зо | failed e few little 
exams! Doesn't everyone? i was just 
getting into my stride. One more 
chance, one last attempt, and it 
was an officer's pips for me — but 
по, | had to get hit In the face with е 
blast of radiation Instead, didn't 1? So 
don't tell me about my lucky pen Hol- 
ly, because it was never even given ə 
chancel 

Look Holly, just shut up, okay? I'm talk- 
ing about what happened to my 
medals and to my pen today. And it's 
pretty obvious what's behind It all, isn't 
it?l 


No, not my own incompetence, you 
goit. Aliensl 

Yes, sitens! | thought that'd shake you. 
More tomorrow, Holly, when I've In- 
vestigated this matter further. Tape off. 


_31 


More information on the alien 
presence. Тһегев definitely 
something going on here, Holly. | 
checked the toilet roll situation today 
— aliens always seem to go for that 
— and you know what? We've gone 
through six whole rolls In the last 


week! Now if that’s not alien interven- 
tion, | don't know what is. 

Of course | know what I'm talking 
about! This has happened before, you 
know 

So? What if | did cook dinner on 
Tuesday? 

Holly, | hardly think my beautiful Кір- 
per stew and sugar dumplings can in 
any way be blamed for what is clearly 
the work of an intelligent alien race, 
now do you? 

Look Hofiy, it's a closed subject. I'm 
dictating vital evidence on extra- 
terrestrial activities here, for future 
generations to study, so Just let me get 
on with it. 

Now as | was saying, | found two 
more inexplicable occurrences as 
well Firstly, | paid our old quarters a 
visit, only to find that the sheets had 
been stnpped from the beds. And 
secondly, | noticed the Dream 
Recorder was missing. Holly, | want 
you to get nght on to this. There must 
be some weird sort of cryptographic 
significance to the combination of 
these five phenomena, and | want you 
to use all your powers cf deduction — 
God пар us! — to find it. To дме you 
a start, | suspect we're looking for a 
message along the lines of "Hello, we 
are the Quagaars, and wa have come 
to provide you all with perfect new 
bodies and teke you off to our 


peradise home.” Something like that. | 
Ot course, ! will continua — for the 


sake of all who may hear this recor- 
ding in the future — to update my per- 
sonal log on a daily basis, for at least 
as long as the allan viaitation 
continues 


JULY 


Tape on 

Okay Holly, this is important. I... 

Eh? Since when? Holly, | missed a few. 
measly days — | was busy, for smeg'a 
sake! Now look 

The aliens? What.? Oh, those 
alians! Holly, as you know full well, 
aliens don't reveal their presence just 
like that. They don't jump out at you 
from tha shadows and shout, "Here 
we are, have a new body, everybody!" 
If that was how they operated, they 
wouldn't be — well, allen, would they? 
But they were here, Holly. Okay, so 
they decided not to make contact on 
this occasion, but mark my words, 
they'll be back. In fact, they made a 
fleeting visit last week, just to retum 
the Dream Recorder, and if they're 
listening, | really would like to get my 
medals back please, if you've finish- 
ed with them, thank you. Anyway Hol- 
ly, In tha meantime, i happen to have 
à problem, if you'll just shut up and 
iet ma get on with talking about it. 


Thank you. Now look, Î could be in big 
trouble here. You know that stupid an- 
droid traffic cop that blasted his way 
on board today? Well, he сәкі wa'd 
parked іп orbit around a planet with 
doubla yellow rings. | mean, it was 
ridiculous — but who do you suppose 
got the blame? Oh yes, always tha 
way, isn't it? If | want Kryten to Iron ту 
underpants, all | get is, "I'm terribly 
sorry, sir, but | have some paint ! have 
to watch drying tonight!” If | give the 
command to launch a probe, I'm in- 
variably told which orifice to insert that 
probe Into But when some over- 
zealous android wants someone to 
slap a traffic violation ticket on, all of 
a sudden it's "Second Technician A 
J Rimmer gives all the ordars around 
here, sir — it's him you want to speak 
to!” And of course, just my luck, the 
charge for double parking has been. 
increased. it used to be a forty dollar- 
pound fine — now, for some Incom- 
prehensible reason, Ка been altered 
to ‘instant death by laser obiiteration: 
Admittedly, | think the android might 
have been а little less harsh had the 
Cat not pissed in his helmet, but even 
$0, It seems a bit steep to me. A side 
note please, Holly, | must remember 
to dig out my ofd copy of the 
Spaceway Code and check it out. 
Anyway, as you know, I'm not ona to. 
flout authority. | was ready to take 
whatever punishment this mechanoid 
moron deemed appropriate — but as 
I was tuming the corner, | happened 
to glance over my shoulder, and | was 
appalled to see what was going on 
behind met Lister had опу gone and 
jabbed a pen through the thing's 
eyehole, short-circurting Из brain 
That's murder of a police officer, Hol- 
ly, aven if the officer ın question ls a 
deranged, homicidal android that 
somehow escaped being switched off 
three million years ago. 

Why am I worried? isn't it obvious? 
cowardly дой used ту pen! Yes, 


at Ona, the fountain pen, and wnat 


crazad Simulants comas to In- 
n's me that'll get the blame, 
| isn't it? That's why | wanted the whole 
truth recorded here now, so that ín the 
event of my capture and the subse- 
Quent inspection of this ship's records, 
it will be made absolutely clear to all 
concerned that the cuiprît was not me, 
Second Technician Arnold Rimmer, 
but David Lister, Third Technician, 
RD52169 That's Lister, L--ST- 
Right, nght, that's all then. I'll be back 
tomorrow, Holly, with more of my 
thoughts and reflections as usual. 
Maybe things will have calmed down 
а bit by then. 
Tape off 
GELDOF 
Tape on. 
Holly, | am absolutely furious! 
Why? You know very well why! | made 
a surprise inspection of the Skutters" 
work today, and do you know what | 
found? Three of the idle goits, just sat 
jn the cinema, watching a vid. 
Yes, | know that's nothing unusual 
Holly, but it is something | Intend to 
stamp down on, hard. No, what I 
objected to today was the content of 
the film. “The Most Pathetic Dreama 
of Amold Rimmer, volume 1' Yes, yes, 
someone had borrowed the Dream 
Recorder and run off a tape of my 
most intimate fantasies! It was all there 
— Yvonna McüGruder, Carol 
McCauley, Sandra... weil look, it 
doesn’t matter what was on it. What 
I was interested m was who'd recorded 
itl So | confronted the Cat, at least 
expecting he'd have the decency to 
deny it — and he just stood there, In 
that stupid new shirt he cut from our 
old bedclothes, and said he'd done it 
for a laugh! Well, he wont be 
laughing soon, | can tell you. | loaded 
sixty of his favourite suits into a gar- 
bage pod and shot them out towards 
that ocean planet we passed the other 
day That'll teach him a lesson. it still 
leaves Lister to deat with, though — 
I'm thinking of doing the same with his 


Curry spices — it might do the air 
conditioning a favour as welll 


Wes, Lister, Па was in on it wo — ana 
no apologies from him, aither. He just 
wanted to know how I got into that 
position with Fiona Barrington in the 
back of the Jaguar. He was practising 
it on the bed ali day — strained both 
thigh muscles in the attempt, which 
serves the gimboid nght And then, 
Holly, the fina! humiliation — | got 
back to my bunk this evening, only to 
find a peephole bra tayıng on the 
pillow, obviously intended as some 
sort of feeble joke at my expensel 


Anyway, ner was one bil of good 
news today. My medals have finally 
turned up. Apparently, the Cat 'bor- 
rowed' them as a fashion accessory 
— the stupid animal accidentally 
admitted it at tea tonight. Of course, 
1 sent him off to get them right away 
— apparentiy, they're in the pocket of 
one of his suts, 

His auit pocket... 

SMEGI 

(Tape ends, inexplicably.) 
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THE 


RED DWARF MAGAZINE: Obviously, 
what everyona's dying to know 15 why 
you left "Red Dwarf: 


NORMAN LOVETT: They ehould 
have me back in ıt No they shouldn't 
really, l'd want to take over One ofthe 
reesons | laft is because | moved to 
Edinburgh, | met my wife and | didn't 
want to be away a long time, ! didn't 
want to leave It was ell through Paul 
Jeckson really, he thought ! was get- 
ting too big for my boote, wanting lots 
of money end stuff, but | wasn't at all 
It was tha OB — you know when you 
meke e series you're in the studio for 
Six weeks and you elso go on location 
— it was silly, | was sitting in a van with 
a camera pointing at ma while I'm on 
thie monitor on wheels. They could 
have done those bits in the studio, but 
they wouldn't So anyway, I'd just met 
my wife end | didn't want tobe away for 
three months in Manchester, зо said, 
“Cut out the OB for me, l'Il just do the 
rehaarsalsifyou can cut the raheareal 
days down” They did thet, but then 
they halved the fee and | said, "Hang 
on, I'm not working for half the fee, 
because I'm still goıng to be on screen 
as much ” In the end | said "forget it 
then" That was the reason end the 
producer, Paul Jackson — he'stough, 
head of Carlton now, a bıg busıness 


RF INTERVIEW 
NORMAN LOVETT 


Before the fateful heed eax chenge operation Red Dwart'e erratic 
computer, Holly, hed a very ditferent face — that of actor and 
comedian, Norman Lovett, whose TV credits cover the broad 
apectrum of comedy from ‘The Young Ones’ to ‘Keeping up 
Appearancee’ Eerlier this yeer we vielted Normen in his edopted 
home town of Edinburgh, where he not only kept us entertained for 
several hours, but inaisted on paying the Café bill — living in 
Scotiand obviouely hesn't effected him too drasticaily yet. 


men — thought it wae my ego, it 
wasn't, it waa nothing to do with that, 
sol вата, "Well, that's it " 
Isuppose:t I'd really wanted to be in 
the programme | would have justdone 
ıt, but mede adecision there notto go 
on ina way! Ней | had done ell | could 
do with the cheracter, Holly couldn't 
be e lead character really, he wes just 
an image on scraan With 'Queeg' 
they did a Holly episode and raalıstic- 
ally | don'tthink they could have done 


any more. Sol telt it was a good time to 
leave as opposed to getting stuck In It, 


I knew! was going to make my series, ` 


even though it wasn't definite then, 
but fortunataly it's all happened now 
and I've had a chance to move on 
This really is my big chance now end if 
I blow this I've had it, I'll be crawling 


back to Rob and Doug for work. No, Í ` 


meen it's just the way it goes Sorry, 
I don't half go on, don't 1? Ask ma a 
question 


RDM: Whet's the format of the new _ 


senes? = 

NL: I did e pilot of ıt about three years 
ago; I'm an inventor — Norman'a en 
Inventor — he lives inthiehouse with a 
talking dog which в a puppet, a 
talking horse which is actually an oil 
painting of e horse that talks — e very 


aloof horse. There's also а spidar iniit, _ 
but she doesn't say very much. My ` 


neighbours are Derren and Une, 
nouveau riche — he's got e capri. It's 
written by myself and len Pattison, 


whowrote RabC Nesbitt, ldon'tknow _ 


whether you watch RabC. Nesbitt, but 
he's e very good writer I'm quietly 
confidant, but at the sama tima still 


feal that it could be like the first series _ 


of ‘Red Dwerf" — you know, it was 
good and bad, lots of people didn'tlike 


эте. бы 


it at all But in tha second series they 
really got it togethar, so | think you 
really learn a lot from your first senes, 
but | feel it'a going to do alnght. 


A Why was thare such a lengthy 
gap between the pilot and tha actual 
serios? 


: Because Alan Yantob, who's 
headof ВВС, saidit was abit childish 
and needad to be more adult — | 
hadn't got togethar with lan then And 
then Rab C Nasbitt took off; the 
comedy unit at BBC Scotland 15 quite 
small, a а family sort of siza, andit 
couldn't cope with making mine as 
well. So it waa put back and ir a way 
that worked out to be a good thing, 
because | found lan in the meantime 
and ha mada it more . | don't know, 
ha made it lass childish than | had it 
I'm very good at simpla visual humour, 
aslaminmystand-up, andlan gave it 
more Intellsctualism if you like — it 
just turned out to be a very good 
partnarship. Rob and Doug work 
togethar ali the tima, but me and lan 
don't do that, we just have ona meet- 
ing a week and talk on tha phona a 
couple ot timas. | wrıta a load ot stuff, 
ha does the same, than we put it all 
togethar and lan will do tha tial 
structunng of tha stories People think 
1t'aso easy townte comedy, but it’s not 
— the halfhourshow, the sketch, aven 
а ona lina joke, it's still hard I'm 
always dalighted whan! come up with 
a good one lina joke for my stand up 
act because it’s not aasy at all 


So you still do tha stand-up act 
than? TEN 


JL: Yeah, but | don't do it as much 
now. | did it last year at tha festival 
hare; | wrota 50 minutas of new 
material and it want down well. I'm 
hoping on tha back of tha euccass of 
the saries — hopefully tha succass of 
thaseries—thatl'liIbe ablato do more 
‘stand-up in tha Autumn whan it goes 
out. I'll get more peopla to come and 
see ma, I'll be abla to play bigger 
places and people will be able to seo 
what my stand-up ıs about. 


M: How did you first start out doing 
tha comedy? 


L: I startad in my aarly thirtiae and 
I'm 45 now, so it's over tan years | did 
pubs In London with bands; | did gigs 
with 999, do you rernamber tham? 


Eis Рей 


The Clash, remember the Clash? All 
that sort of stuff. Then the Comedy 
Store come along and | went to thet — 
that's when Alexei Sayle and Rik 
Mayall and Adrian Edmonson wera all 
there | had a guitar and | did a rock 
onantated act. | suppose | liked John 
Cooper Clarke and lan Dury. | usedto 
do songs end strum along end do e 
John Peel impression, ell thet sort of 
stuff — pretty awful really, but | 
survived. | had a 12 minute act and ıt 
got ma started Then ona night at the 
Comedy Store | went on, Idıdwall, and 
I went on again without the guitar and 
started talking. Some of tha othar 
comedians said, “You should do thet, 
it's much better you just being your- 
self '" And that was how | started with 
tha hangdog, tha slow dalivery and all 
that Thare are alotof comedians that 
have been doing that — Amold 
Brown, Jack Des, Hattie Hayndge — 
Hattie Hayndge goteccueed of being 
a famale Norman Lovett when she 
started but when i met her sha eaid, 
"I've never even seen your act” | said, 
"It doean't mattar, you can do what 
you like.” 

Anyway Rob and Doug knew me, 
though Rob knew me better, and | 
came into "Нед Dwarf’ — you know 
the story about ıt being a voice over at 
the beginning don't you? 


Vaguely 


Wall l'ddone Ruby Wax's show on 
Channel 4 years ago, 'Don't Miss 
Мах. 


` Wes thet your first TV by the 
way? 


: Vd done bits of my act on 
television, but 'Don't Miss Wax’ was 
the first sort of cuit thing They made 
two serias of that and | played a floor 
manager on the show Than the 'Rad 
Dwarf thing came along and thet was 
offered me | went along for ona ot the 
main perte actually, but | didn't gat the 
Job, | can'tremamber which one. 


IDM: Ammar? 


Yes, it was Chris Barrie's part, 
| couldn't heve played the slob Craig 
dida slob because, you know, he's not 
far away from one, he's like that, 
smoking and all that. He's changed a 
lot now by all accounts, on the phone 
ha says ha's changed a lot, but | don't 
know, I'll believe it when | see it — he's 
Still very young isn't he? 

Anyway, sol didn't get the job, Chris 
got ıt; I'll tell you who alsa was up for 
that part — tha man who played 
Hancock 


Alfred Molina? 


Yeah ha was up for that part. A lot 
of peopla, othar performers | maan, 
said to me when it started, "How the 
пей did Chria Barria and Crag 
Charles get the job?" І auppose other 
performars are like that with each 
other. They aaldit should have gonato 
other actors, but in away it was perfect 
that It went to a poet and impres- 
sionist, a comedian and a dancer, but 
ıt was quita astonishing really So | 
was offered the part ot Holly and I took 
it because | needed the work but iwas 
quite upset because It was а voice- 
over —aftar Ruby Wax! wanted to stay 
seen on television you know. Anyway І 
did it and we got to the third episoda, 
but | was complaining every week, 1 
saidi know how Holly can look visually 
on the screen. So, on tha recording ot 
the third apısode, they want back and 
did my bits again and from than on, it 
was a visual thing. 


IDM: So two apisodes were actually 
recorded withoul you baing seen? 


: | was standing off set with a 
microphone doing those Миа lines 
and there weren't many таз — | got 
more lines as it developed. They also 
put that stuff on me, that rubber milk, 
I really hated it. In the second seriea І 
said no | want to be more human, so | 
got out of having all that stuff put on 


Efe Fol 


ma. But I did still want him to appear 
more human as wall, because | 
thought it was funny that ha should 
actually be thia moaning old git, but 
he was quita cheeky, wasn't ha? | 
maan tha stuff they wrote for ma was 
tantastic, it wes good stuff, e bit rude 
and playgroundy attimaa, а bit sick at 
timeaas well, but good stuff 


RDM: How did you find working wilh 
Hattie Heyndge when sha cama 
along? 


: OK, it was OK. The only thing 1 
was cross about — thia isn't Наша 
fault — Rob and Doug promised ma 
when Пей there'd be a new charactar 
and they'd change Holly completaly 
I was very ирва whan they got her in, 
because | wanted ıt to remain my part 
and tham to get avery different type ot 
Holly, but they didn't do that. | just felt 
that instead of doing it my way, which | 
felt aha was trying to do, ahe could 
have done It another way and should 
have done it another way, but that’s 
not all her tauit. 


: Bul she was more or less 
conlinumg whal sha had already 
astablished in ihe "Рагайв! Universe" 
episoda 


IL: Yea, | suppose she was. There 
was ona episoda whan aha had 
alicked back hair and aha was faster 


and belted it out. | feit that that was 
how ahe should have done it. That'a 
ma, that'a my opinion, | could be 
wrong. But | got on alright with her, 
before ahe did the first episode ahe 
tried to get hold ot copies ot all tha 
other episodes and | lent them to her 
— I've still got series one and two on 
tape — to heip her play tha part, 
because aha had to pley my opposite 
and be like ma. | don't axpect her to 
send me any money for giving her thia 
opportunity in television (laugha)! 


: You've obviously kept k: with | 
ae: ' 


NL: Yea, excapt | missed the last 
series, apart trom a Couple of them, _ 
because | was makingmy own senes | 
didn't get the chance to see them. 
What did you think of the last series, 
was It good? 


DM: They seemed to cui down iha 
comedy aiemants in favour of more 
solid science fiction; it was great stuff, 
but personally we'd prefer it if there 
were more laughs. 


iL: It'agraat to getthelaugha, али и? 
| maan a great woofer from the 
audiance, that'awhatit'aall about and 
I think that'a what а lot of tana really 
like. E 
DM: We haard ihat ihere is a 
possibility Ihal the next senas mighi 
not be recorded in front of a studio 
audiance. 


NL: Weli didn't record mine In front ot 
a studio audience, lots of comedias 
aren't now You get it all dona and 
edited than show И to a studio 
audience three episodea a night and 
collect the laughter. The good thing 
about a studio audience ia it makes 
you narvoua and you get it right first 
tima and you get your timing right. 
If] say a funny па!" wait for tha laugh 
to come In before | get on with my next 
ona, if you haven't got tha audience 
there how much of a gap do you leave 
for the laugh? How cheeky can you 
get? Do you say, “there'a a good ten 
second laugh there"? You can't do 
that, so t'a up to them to shorten tha 
laugha when they edit. it'atha editing 
which ia tha clever part of this 
bualness, ot course you want tha 
talent in the first place, good writing, 
good production team and then à 
good editor, an editor'a very important 


especially for somsthing like 'Red 
Dwarf! 


RDM: Would you go back and play 
Holly if tha part was орап адат? 


NL: I'd probebly do a one-off if they 
askad metodoan apisoda Itwould ba 
quita nice to maat tha othars again, 
that would bring back mamorias 


ВОМ: Perhaps they could do another 
parallel universe story and you could 
be Hilly! 


NL: (laughing) it's tunny how peopla 
do repeat themselves | was watching 
Ruby Wex — sha's on BBC1 now — 
and she's copying soma of tha things 
she did on Channal 4 whan | was with 
her Bacause not many people saw 
thoseshacen usa thaideasagain and 
no-one's going to know, sha's got 
another audianca. 


ADM: Did you go back and do that 
show agein when you finished 'Red 
Dwarf, or are wa gatting confused 
with tha rapaata? 


NL: t never workad with Ruby again, 
sha laft and went to BBC2 and didn't 
use me anymore | didn't mind that 
really, becausaall! did ın that was play 
this gormlass floor managar — Iwrota 
my own matanal for that ona — and 
that was lika, you know, baing stuck. 
Dama Edna Everaga has that stupid 
woman who says nothing and | didn't 
want to be trapped doing ona of thosa, 
although | spoke and did jokas Raally 
at tha end of tha day you want to know 
how far you can go as a comic and | 
knew | should be furthar up than that 
Perhaps I'm wrong, parhaps after 
October you might say, “Yeah, ha was 
bloody wrong,” but I don't think | am 


RDM: Tha only thing we can 
remambar from that particular Ruby 
Wax senas is your charactar. 


NE: That'e great, ! got a lot of good 
raactıon from that bacausa | was 
зсопла good points In it; | suppose т 
Red Dwarf | scorad big points as well 
it's always nice to be in somathing 
small, knowing what you'ra doing and 
gatting your laughs — that's what it's 
ebout, doing comedy, getting your 
laughs. 


RDM: Do you prefer writing your own 


r 


matarıal? 


NL: Not If it's soma good stuff Whan 
Rob and Doug cama ın with some 
good stuff or when lan camain and wa 
co-wrote tha sarias, it was a plaasura 
that someona alse had wrıttan ıt and | 
could go and do ıt, you know 


ADM: You weren'ttampted to add any 
tinas of your own at all? 


NL: No, not if it's right If its right you 
do it and that's 1t It's hard to writa 
everything, I'd love to ba Ban Elton or 
somaone likathat, buthacan'tactand 
1 can act, so | can do something ha 
can't do — ha's probably not a very 
good driver, but I'm not very good 
aithar. But he is phenomanel, Ben 
Elton, he's unbalievable Then again 
so was Benny Hill reelly, ell tha new 
peopla were saying Banny Hill's 
sexist, and ha was, but soma of his 
aarlıar work years ago was bloody 
funny and to be that consistant, to do 
that many ehows! Now he's daad 
you'll sae esthayears go by, his nama 
will kaap popping up because he's a 
great artist that will be ramambered 
He wasaveryfunnyman— justa dirty 
old bastard as well. But so are a lot of 
alternative comedians deep down 
insida, there are a lot of sexist men 
about, they just hida it and pretand to 
be right on with thair Guardians, but 
they'ra just as bad raally. 


RDM: What sort of contamporary 
comadians do you like? 


NL: I think probably Rowan Atkinson, 
tachnically what ha does is brilliant — 
ha'sa mima artist as well as doing his 
funny voices and characters | think, 
although he's very good, there's still 
something missingfrom him, Ifeeltha 


soul isnt thare Alaxaı Seyle's very 
good, Rik Mayell's very good, Adrian 
Edmonson — think Adrian gets a lot 
of stick from peopla, but ha's very 
telanted Harry Enfield's very funny, 
Arnold Brown, but Arnold'sa friend of 
mina so l'm chaating thera a bit, but 
he ıs funny You don't know who ha 18 
do you? Наза Glaswegian comadian 
1 also like Steve Martin and Woody 
Allan Amarican-wise But! thinkwhan 
you're a comedian it's hard to laugh, 
It's а shama becausa you only laugh 
at something that's raally good, 
you're marking ît lka а teachar 
somatimas 


RDM. Do you stil! get fan mai for Red 
Dwarf? 


NL: Yaah, not many though, | just 
happen to have had two this morning 
In fect, I've had a few lataly, but | put it 
down to the second serias coming out 
on video, peopla have saan ma and 
remembered me Whan | was ın the first 
and second saries | usad to gat a few 
lattars, but not as many as Craig 
Charlas, ha usad to have thousands — 
or so ha said, but ha always Пад 
anyway 


ADM: And do peopla approach you in 
fhastreat? 


NL: Wella bloka cama up to ma bafore 
| met you and said “Norman Lovett, | 
ramamber you in Nethar Wallop!" 
1 was in a programma from Nathar 
Wallop whera | did my stand-up act, 
and he said "that was a graat routina 
you did in that programma" and that 
was in 1985, seven years ago, so | said 
“I've donasoma stuff in between thet", 
but he was vary nica So yaah, 
I get recognised, but | heven't bean on 
telly now for quitaa while really — epart 


“ч 


from tha Sugar Puffs voice over, people 
just know the vorca bacause I've been 
doing that for about three years now 
Hopefully when the series comes out ın 
October l'Il have more impect because 
I haven't been seen for e while You 
recognised me, didn't you? You spoke 
tome 


RDM: Yas we did, isthereanythingalse 
you want to say about yournew serias, 
you know, give ita plug? 


NL: It'scalled'l Lovett, it'son BBC2 Pm 
playing myself, but | should say it's 
myself before | got married and settled 
down with a family, because — well í 
live with atalkıng dog! Whetherthat'sin 
my character's imagination or not . 

because you do talk to yourself when 
youliveon yourown, you doitlass when 
you have a family bacause thara's 
always someone to talk to. 

I've had to use the name because 
Norman Lovettisa funny name Ithink 
my wife was a bit upset that | couldn't 
use anothar name because she was 
worried about Lilly and whether it 
would effect her when she went backto 
school, she was thinking about going 
backtousing herown neme, Morrison 
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— thare ara some funny peopla about 
who actually think you live witha talking 
dog Hancock was Tony Hancockin his 
thing, wasn't he? They insist your 
name's in the title because you're а 
product and you're selling yourself 


M: Tha episodes you're doing, are 
thay straightforward storylines hka 
‘Only Fools and Horses’ or is there 
more bouncing around as in ‘The 
Young Onas’? 


NL: №, Га say pretty strong storylines, 
we're not doing a cabaret every ten 
minutes ore stand-up act, noneofthat 
We havetried different things but ıt has 
strong stories in every episode 
| think people like that — "Тһе Young 
Ones’ was very funny, but when | 
watched ıt beck recently Ithoughtit had 
really dated and had lost something 
because It didn't have strong stories 
‘Python’ dated es well whereas 
something like the ‘Goon Show’ didn't 
and | think 'Fawlty Towers’ will elways 
stand up | don't know about ‘Red 
Dwarf' because it's too new, the fans 
are loyal though, they'll take it to the 
grave with them What ara Rob and 
Doug up to now? 


GOME ON BROOME, SHOW 

WHAT YOUVE GOT 7 

Газ му DAD/S 
Shoe BUFFER. 


YE AM, 
yun. 


They re doing e science fiction 
anthology for Сетоп. 


NL: That's Peul Jackson едет. 
| thought they needed something to 
move on to They've done two books ` 
haven't they? Because they were up 
hera at esıgnıng and lwentto see them 
with my wife and daughter, we went and 
surprised them And last year | went 
down to London and stayed at Rob's for 
the night, so there's no bad feeling ог 
anything. There was for a time when | 
left, they were ringingme up alithe time 
saying, "Whet are you doing? Why 
aren't yougoing to Бети?” Tha phone 
was going all the tima, it was 
unbelievable it was good though, it 
mede you feel wanted. 
Iguessitwas just oneofthosethings. 
You can't say ıt was all money, 1f I'd been 
that desperate for money "4 have 
stayed on another three serles and i'd 
still have done quite well So money 
doesn't rule me, ıt does rule ə lot of 
people in this business, but ıt doesn't 
with me. not at all. How much ere you 
giving me for this interview? E: 
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HOLLY $ LOG, гат OF GELDOF AFTER ALL THIS 
М TAE. WE'VE ACTUALLY FOUND A PLANET WITH 
SIGNS OF CIVILISATION ON IT RIMMER'S BEEN 
CONVINCED THAT THERE'S ALIENS ABOUT SINCE 
HIS PEN WENT MISSING LAST WEDNESDAY 
SO THE BOYS HAVE GONE DOWN FOR А GANDER 


MS ALL ABOUT А 
BUNCH OF CATS WHO 
‘STOLE AN ESCAPE 


ENDED UP HERE! 
SO- NOT ALIENS, 
THEN?! 


AND THOSE 
HUGE GREAT CAVERNG 


WRITER STEVE LYONS, ARTIST RON SMITH, COLOUR + LETTERS ELITTA FELL 


THERE 
SOMETHING НЕРЕ 
THAT г THINK YOU REALLY 


HAVE д 7 


т REMEMBERS 
THINGS? WHAT A 


Loows ^ 

LIKE SOME SORT 
dh OF MEMORY MACHINE 
ME e 


THAT'S RIGHT, 

7 ANYTHING AT ALL AS 
LONG AS YOU KNOW 
COMPLETE SPECIFICATION, 

ANYWAY 


WELL YOU HAVE TO 
REMEMBER THE THING YOU RE. 
CREATING RIGHT DOWN TO THE 
VERY LAST DETAIL. OR ITLL 
™ COME OUT FLAWED 


à Lr 
WELL ы 
т SOUNDS окду 


TO ME HEAD SO 
HOWZABOUT TELLIN 
wo 


AMA 
OKAY, ГМ 
BUT IT'S NOT EASY 
WITH THIS THING 
CREASING MY 
PERM! 


T4- DAMA! 
IT WORKS" HERE 
COMES MY Pi 


MENT ад ; 


OPPORTUNITY TO CREATE 
ANYTHING AT ALL IN THE 
KNOWN UNIVERSE, AND 


YOU CHOSE А 
J MIRROR 7! 


ra 
к. 2% 
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YEAH! vOU LOOK. 
IN THAT MIRROR BUDDY. 


AND IT MAKES SURE YODU CAN'T 
LOOK ANYTHING EXCEPT RED 
HOT! WHY NOT TEY IT? 


HEY NEVER а 
MIND THAT! WHAT ` 
ABOUT LIVING THINGG, HOL" Ё 


Без 


1 т 
HAVE TO BE ALONE 

ANY MORE | САМ 

BRING Back ALL ME 


/ LISTENED TO A WORD 
THAT'S BEEN SAID 
2 


то BRING La CAN E NOT Goo! 
BACK KOCHANSKI, REMEMBER ENOUGH. ITY 
YOU'D HAVE YO REMEMBER KOCHANEA QUITE i ESPECIALLY NOT 
EVERYTHING ABOUT HER- ETA 
RIGHT DOWN TO HER EVERY A E 3 


VENTURE AN y 
à I DON'T САРЕ 
NEM EN s WHAT YOU THINK RIMMER 
a | THIS i6 MY ONE BIG CHANCE 
u AND ГМ GONNA TAKE IT 
WHILE 1 CAN 


YES, YES, YES ' 4 
L KNOW WHAT THE MEG 
HEADS GUGGEGTING, 
меутем" 


"LISTER DON'T BLAME W 
ME IF YOU END UP WITH 
SOMETHING OUT OF À 


с. 
THERE'S NOTHING AT АЦ. Y 
ЛО WORRY ABOUT JUST 
AND TRY 


NOT 
TO THINK ABOUT ANY 6х 


RE 


as related to Jane Killick 


Early in 1992, hopes were high 

that RED DWARF would follow 

in the footsteps of many other 

British sit-coms by getting its 

own American version. The 

Атепсапз had had their eyes 

on the show for some tima. But 

the Creators and Writers of the 

senes, Rob Grant and Doug 

Naylor, weren't prepared to let 

just anyone get their grubby lit- 
tle paws on the series. 

| : "We'd had offers for years 

ү, A ES from Amenca,’ Rob Grant ex- 

+ EN \ ~ \ plains, "end they usually were 

FRE \ A of the ilk where they say, 'hey, 

\ 4. | we really love the idea, does it 

|| Rave to be set on a space ship?’ 

и / беу they'd come over 

4 |, and take us out for extravagant 

7 Junches and say, ‘we really think 

nerican audiances won't 

/ \ a dead guy and the 

в / eird' and that stuff” 

yeers of sending TV 

Is back on the Boeing, 

| (along with NBC) 

J | е up with an attrective deal 


y 


t med to be in the spirit 

of the onginal senes. 

Rob Grant and Doug 
aylor were invited over to the 


| | the show. "We expected to 
| over there this January and 
ıt being mada and just 
basıcally say, ‘we think Lister's 
haır should be parted on the 
left, you know,” says Rob. "In 
we got off the plane in 

ollywood and we started work- 
ing the instant we hit the hotal... 

Ve were doing re-writes all 
k and he (the Producer) 
was working us like a dog and 
we had jetlag and it was 


USA RED DW/ 


zA “THE AMERICAN DREAM” — 


"е м 


OR “TWO WRITERS FROM MALDAVIA” 


The experiences of Rob Grant and Doug Мауюг т the U.S.A. 


horrible." 

Rob and Doug had e lot of 
input at script level, but op- 
timism begen to fade when it 
came to recording the show. 
"RED DWARF is a very difficult 
TV show to make in terms of the 
effects and you do need ex- 
penence in shooting science 
fiction,” explains Rob. "You 
cant use wide shots, for in- 
stance. If you look at ALIEN 
there Is not a single shot of peo- 
pla's feet because tha instant 
you see it's e set you've blown 
it. Andso tha rule is: shoot it as 
tight as you can and cut as 
quick as you can, and ail this 
stuff. 

"Tha Director's experience 
came from NIGHT COURT and 
he was kind of shooting NIGHT. 
COURT in space and we were 
saying, 'no, light it NICE, there's 
no need to tum all the lights on, 
tum some of them OFF!" 

One ofthe tricks used a lot 
in RED DWARF is the split 
screen whare two parallel parts 
of a scene are shot at different 
times uaing the same camera 
then merged together so ît looks 
like there are, for example, two 
Rimmers on RED DWARF at 
the sarna time. Rob remembers 
the Amencan Assistant Director 
didn't really understand the con- 
cept: "We were going around 
saying things like — trying to be 
polite, but also trying to make 
sure they do it fight — ‘you do 
realise you have to lock the 
camera off with the split and 
sort of put armed guards round 
it so people don't knock the 
camera?' And she said, 'oh no, 


USA RI 


Jane RIEK 


we were going to use two 
cameras to do the split screen‘ 
and | was thinking, 'oh my God 
they've got e whole new 
technology over here that | 
know nothing about, what a 
wonderful idee!' ” But it turned 
out they intended separating 
the two halves of the screen 
with some sort of blue hnel 
"They simply hed no ex- 
penence of shooting special ef- 
fects or anything like thet. (On) 
the day of recording it was just 
a complete nightmare 
"They'd gone along with 
the dictum of wanting to play- 
down the science fiction... They 
knew nothing about science fic- 
tion end didn't think it mattered. 
In the pilot scnpt when Lister 
picks up Rimmer's Ight-bee 
and throws it in the air, the light 
bee's described as e ‘gizmo’ 
end that's when the chills 
started going up my spine end 
| thought this has no chance“ 
Rob end Doug were also 
unhappy about the casting and 
would have re-cast if they had 
hed the power to do so. Craig 
Bierko's Lister obviously didn't 
fit the pert as it was originelly 
written, and Rob remembers 


= 


trying to explain this to the Pro- 
ducer. “We seid, "сок, Craig 
Bierko 15 too good-Icoking to 
play the pert of this guy who 
can't get e date with this girl 
(Kochanski)' And averybody, all 
the crew were saying It. And all 
the women on the crew were 
gog-like about Creig Bierko... 
And the Network executives 
took us into this little room at the 
end of the show and seid ‘Craig 
Bierko doesn't work, he's tco 
good-lcoking‘.. We had the 
weekend to rewrite the show 
and meke it so he wasn't just a 
loser and it's kind of hard to 
compietely re-creete the 
character over the weekend and 
I think a lot of the rest of the 
show suffered beceuse of it. In 
fact the whole opening scenes, 
up until the first sleeping 
querters scene were never 
reheersed, they just went on ІП 
front of the camera and did the 
best they could. So that ex- 
plains pert of why it's a bit flat 
at the beginning.” 

Doug recollects that the 
American team didn't seem to 
have anything new to bring to 
the show other then Amencan 
actors, “It's really like they didn't 


have an original thought. And 
we begen to get seriously wor- 
ned about whether the show 
could sustein at all. it wes born 
out reelly because when we got 
the next four scripts they'd just 
crossed out Rob Grent and 
Doug Naylor and put like Lin- 
wood Boomer on them.” 

"We couldn't believe it 
when we first went out there that 
they had actually copied the en- 
tire set,” edds Rob. "They had 
the same ashtrays! God knows 
how they got them. They bought 
these speciel space-age 
ashtrays inl | tell you, going 
round with jet-leg end worked 
out of your n**s end listening to 
the seme dielogue from 
American voices on the seme 
set was e very unreal 
experience.“ 

"Also Rımmer was pleyed 
by a guy called Chris Etgeman, 
Lister was played by a guy call- 
ed Craig Bierko,“ adds Doug. 
“So you got "Craig" and 
"Chns" going, then you see 
Robert (Llewellyn) there end 
you think, 'oh we're back in 
England: And then you go, 1 
can't cope with this, tm gonne 
have a cup of coffee’. And | went 
to have a cup of coffee end the 
Mars bers were called Milky 
Ways and the Milky Ways were 
celled Mers bers. And you just 
think, ‘oh, it’s just e perellel 
universe)" 

After the disappointing 
pilot was completed, Rob Grant 
and Doug Naylor were called in 
to meke e short promo film 
which would hopefully lead to e 
senes being commissioned. 
"NBC reelly wanted e female 
Cat and they really wanted to 
recast Rimmer,” expleins Doug. 
"We didn't went a femele Cet.. 
We felt we couldn't just change 
Danny's part and give it to a 
women end it would be the 


same... l'm not sure there'd be 
eny comedy thera going 'hey, 
aren't | fabulous looking?’ — 
because she 15!” 

The clash of the American 
and British cultures were very 
much avident while they were 
Tecasting. "When we were try- 
ing to recest Rimmer,” says 
Rob, "the number of ectors who 
came in end did such phony 
British accents ta try and — | 
don't know — it’s so curious А 
lot of tham treat you like you're 
from Meldavie, you know "Тһе 
Two Writers from Maldavia"" 

Doug remembers one ac- 
tor whom, at first, they thought 
had a speech impediment. "He 
sat there and started to say, ‘hi, 
how are you? How's it going? 
How long have you been in 
town?’ — all this His accent 
wes just so extraordinary, like a 
cross between Dick Van Dyke 
doing his cockney accent and 
| thought, ‘ch the poor guy, 
there's something wrong with 
him’ and the Amencan casting 
woman was going, 'oh wow, oh 
neat, oh wow, that's Just so ter- 
піс!" and it turns out he was do- 
ing what he thought was a very, 
very good British eccent. And 
suddenly he started speaking in 
an American accent, and it was 
like, оп you're NOT an ой!" 

Despite the many faults in 
the American pilot, Doug 
believes it could heve worked if 
the senes had been made. "All 
we needed was six shows and 
it would have mede it... Craig 
Bierko would have been a ster. 
Robert would have been a 
mega-star. We could have 
always chenged Rimmar. Terri 
Ferrell (tha female Cat), 
elthough it doesn't really come 
across in the promo, is a very 
very funny comedienne, really 
really funny. | wasn't crazy about 
Holly, but not offensive, certainly 
anybody over there who speaks 
with an English accent they just 
fall around at” 


Ets Бей 


Although NBC chickened 
out of meking the series, CBS 
expressed en interest and sug- 
gested e senes of six American 
episodes to Rob and Doug 
"We got e two-page fax from 
these two writers in Los 
Angeles," explains Rob "They 
weren't going to make it three 
million years in the future, they 
were going to make п like a cou- 
ple ot hundred years so that 
people weren't too worried and 
so that Earth was still there and 
they were going to have contact 
with Earth and the basic mis- 
sion was for Lister to get 'babes' 
was how they desenbed it. They 
weren't going to have a Cat at 
ell, they were going to have e 
Cheracter called Veronica. Her 
plus point was that she was — 
what do they call it? — ISSUE 
ORIENTATED — so that she 
would bring issues to it. And 
they asked for a reply and we 
said '**!** off and die; basically" 

Despite the enthusiasm 
over RED DWAHF in the States, 
the project has been shelved 
Although, according to Rob, the 
Americans are still very keen on 
the idea. "I wouldn't be shock- 
ed if Universal come up with 
DUDES IN SPACE,” he com- 
mented dismissively. ^ 
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CRAIG BIERKO 


